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b 1113 

Mr. INSLEE changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for:
Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 247, I was inadvertently detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
bill (H.R. 2084) making appropriations 
for the Department of Transportation 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2000, and for 
other purposes, and that I may include 
tabular and extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HEFLEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 218 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2084. 

b 1114 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2084) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Transportation and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. CAMP in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 
rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. SABO) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

b 1115 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, today the House con-
siders the third appropriations bill for 
Fiscal Year 2000, the Department of 
Transportation and Related Agencies 
Appropriations bill. This bill includes 
appropriations for our Nation’s high-
ways, transit systems, funding for the 
Coast Guard, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, and several other smaller 
agencies both within and separate from 
the Department of Transportation. 

The bill totals $12.7 billion in discre-
tionary budget authority, an increase 

of over $400 million over the fiscal year 
1999 freeze level. Several of my col-
leagues have sought reductions to pre-
vious appropriations bills to bring 
those bills more in line with the levels 
provided in fiscal year 1999. 

Mr. Chairman, it is important for the 
House to understand that more than 70 
percent of the funding provided in this 
bill as discretionary spending is not 
within the control of the Committee on 
Appropriations. Funding of $28.8 billion 
for the highways and transit programs, 
though included in this bill, is manda-
tory. This committee has no control 
over the spending levels. 

The bill does include increases for 
highway and transit programs, but the 
committee had no other choice. The 
bill presented to the House in no way 
alters the funding levels contained in 
TEA21. 

Let me also note, Mr. Chairman, that 
the House recently passed the author-
ization for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. That bill contains provi-
sions which had the effect of increasing 
funding for the FAA by $14 billion over 
the levels assumed in the budget reso-
lution. It guarantees $3 billion a year 
in general fund subsidies for aviation 
programs within the discretionary 
caps. 

Next year, if the FAA authorization 
bill were enacted, the only truly discre-
tionary program over which this sub-
committee would exert any control 
would be the Coast Guard. Creating 
new mandatory programs, whether 
they are off-budget or within the dis-
cretionary caps, creates more Federal 
spending, not less. Such mandatory 
spending is uncontrollable and makes 
the Congress’ job of balancing the 
budget and reducing the national debt 
doubly difficult. 

If the committee were required to re-
duce program levels within the bill to 
the levels provided last year, the House 
would be asked to do one of three 
things: One, reduce funding for the 
Federal Aviation Administration just 
days after passing an authorization 
containing $14 billion in new spending 
above the budget resolution and a few 
weeks after an aviation accident in Ar-
kansas; two, reduce funding for the 
Coast Guard search and rescue oper-
ations and drug interdiction activities; 
or three, nearly eliminate all the Fed-
eral funding for Amtrak. The reported 
bill is a lean and balanced bill given 
the TEA21 aviation needs and one that 
should be supported by the House. 

To briefly summarize, $4 billion for 
the Coast Guard, including $521 million 
for drug interdiction; $10.5 billion for 
the FAA, including $2.25 billion for the 
AIP program; $27.7 billion for the Fed-
eral-aid highways program, the same 
level as guaranteed by TEA21; $368 mil-
lion for NHTSA, again the same level 
as authorized; $718 million for the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, includ-
ing $571 million for Amtrak; $5.8 billion 
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